To: Letter to the Editor - Daily Intelligencer

From: Glenn McKay, Warrington Twp Supervisor

   I would like to correct and clarify the inference made about me in the Feb. 24 article "Supervisor wants Chairman to quit".  The gist of the article is about the impropriety of our Supervisor chairman authorizing our solicitor to speak for the supervisors at a zoning board meeting without asking all the supervisors. 

   A sentence in the article said that "while Supervisors Rebecca Kiefer and Glenn McKay were asked [by Chairman John Paul] if they supported sending the solicitor to the zoning board, [Supervisor] Butterworth was not." That is not correct in reference to asking and/or getting my support for such.

   The sentence refers to a phone call made to me by Supervisor Chairman John Paul, informing me that Chase Thomas Contractors, Inc. was going before the Zoning Board to seek a variance to locate their vehicles in a commercial district not specifically allocated for that use.  He said he was calling all the supervisors to get their opinions. He informed me generally of the location and said that these trucks would be moved from a nonconforming residential location where a number of complaints had been recorded by nearby neighbors.  I was aware of some of the residents' complaints and said that I would not be opposed to moving the trucks to this location, noting that I'd like to look at exact new site, since Mr. Paul was not specific.  He also didn't mention that his employer Don Lankford would be moving his trucks and equipment into same residential location if Chase Thomas moved out.  In no way did I say I supported that we send the solicitor to the Zoning Board meeting to formally express support for the variance request.

   I do not know why Mr. Paul called me particularly on this issue, since he never did on any other zoning board issue nor ever raised a comment during public meetings on zoning board applications. I can surmise that only two parties could have asked Mr. Paul to initiate these calls - Chase Thomas or Don Lankford, Mr. Paul's employer and owner of the nonconforming lot Chase Thomas was leasing. 

   Mr. Paul misrepresented my comments during our phone call, since he didn't request nor did I agree to support sending the solicitor to the meeting and telling the zoning board that the Board of Supervisors "supported" the variance be given.  He further misrepresented his other intentions, since he didn't call all the supervisors - in fact, until reading the article, I hadn't realized he didn't call our fifth supervisor either.

