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WARRINGTON TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

MINUTES FOR JULY 26, 2005 MEETING

The regular meeting of the Warrington Township Board of Supervisors was held on July 26, 2005, 7:30 p.m., at the Township Building located at 852 Easton Road, Warrington, PA  18976.  The members present were as follows:

Attendance:


John R. Paul, Chairman; Rebecca A. Kiefer, Vice Chairman; Carol M. Butterworth, Assistant Secretary; Glenn P. McKay, Member; William H. R. Casey, Esq., Township Solicitor; and Richard A. Wieland, Township Engineer.  

Pledge of Allegiance  


The meeting opened with a pledge to the flag.  

Public Comments


Mrs. Butterworth had an incident with Berkheimer Associates, which she wanted to bring to the Board.  When Berkheimer mailed out their tax bills to businesses, Butterworth Auto Tags her company never received one.  When she called to inquire, she was told that their records indicated her business had moved to Atlantic City.  Mrs. Butterworth asked who had changed her address and they pulled up her account going back to 1996 and no one was very helpful and didn’t have an answer for her.  She asked them if they had mailed out her tax bill, which they responded that they did.  Did my tax bill come back stamped unclaimed.  The answer was no.  Mrs. Butterworth further asked if the information contained in the tax bill included the names of her employees along with their social security numbers.  Their response was that yes they do that.  Mrs. Butterworth asked them what they were going to do about it and they responded that it was an error.  Because of all this identify theft, she asked if anyone else was experiencing a similar problem with Berkheimer.  She would like to meet with Berkheimer and she would like to come up with a safety net for the residents so that this incident doesn’t happen to any other businesses or residents.  Mrs. Butterworth asked if the township had received any logged in complaints about Berkheimer from residents.  Mr. Paul said he hadn’t seen any complaints and he gets copies of them.

Mrs. Kiefer suggested Mrs. Butterworth make Berkheimer aware that it is a federal offense to divulge anyone’s social security numbers. 

Approval of Minutes


It was moved by Mrs. Kiefer, seconded by Mr. McKay, the Board of Supervisors voted to approve the minutes of the June 28, 2005 meeting. This motion passed by a vote of 4-0.

Posting of Minutes


It was moved by Mrs. Kiefer, seconded by Mr. McKay, the Board of Supervisors voted to post the minutes of the July 12, 2005 meeting.  This motion passed by a vote of 4-0.

Approval of Bill List


It was moved by Mrs. Kiefer, seconded by Mr. McKay, the Board of Supervisors voted to approve the bill list from July 12, 2005 to July 26, 2005 in the amount of $907,365.20.  This motion passed by a roll call vote of 4 yeas.

Warrington Emergency Services 

Warrington Fire Company – Chief Chris Harvey


Chris Harvey reviewed Brian A. Kraft, Chief of the Warrington Community Ambulance Corps monthly ambulance squad report.  In the month of June the Warrington Community Ambulance Corps ran 148 calls and were in service 100% ALS time.  
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The remaining calls were in Buckingham Township, Doylestown Township, Horsham Township, Plumstead Township, Warwick Township, Warminster Township, New Britain Township, Chalfont Borough and Doylestown Borough.

· 582 hours were augmented by the volunteer members.

· 38 hours of training were attended by the volunteers.

· 18 hours of meetings were attended by the volunteers.

Mr. Harvey distributed copies of Brian Kraft’s Tip of the Month:  “Sun and Heat Exposure”

Chris Harvey, Warrington Township Fire Chief reviewed the Fire Company’s monthly report as follows:
· The total incident count was 38 and the total that includes fire alarm responses, dispatch/remote responses, training classes, activities (non-incident), and Departmental events was 91.

Amended Final Warrington Ridge Plan – Phase II (Minor Subdivision)

Location:  Turk Road nr. Bristol Road

Mr. Paul said it appears that the applicant has acquired an additional property, which will add two lots to the Warrington Ridge Subdivision.   

MOTION: It was moved by Mrs. Kiefer, seconded by ​​​​​Mr. McKay the Board of Supervisors voted to approve the amended final Warrington Ridge Plan – Phase II (Minor Subdivision) located on Turk Road north of Bristol Road.  This motion passed by a vote of 4-0.

To Consider and If Appropriate Approve the Bucks County Consortium Post and Sign Bid


The Bucks County Consortium Post and Sign Bid broke the bid up to three different vendors.   The recommendation for decals and finished street name signs will be given to Garden Street.  Vulcan will be recommended for aluminum street blanks and finished signs.  US Municipal will be awarded quick punch and U Channel and hardware.  

MOTION: It was moved by Mrs. Kiefer, seconded by ​​​​​Mrs. Butterworth the Board of Supervisors voted to approve the Bucks County Consortium Post and Sign Bid.  This motion passed by a vote of 4-0.

To Consider and If Appropriate Award the Bid for “As Is” – Used Township Vehicles and Equipment


Mr. Paul gave a synopsis of what this entails.  As we replace equipment, the township doesn’t change it one for one.  We may keep a piece of equipment for a period of time in case the other piece of equipment has to go back for warranty work.  Mr. Paul explained what happens with the township-owned equipment.  While the staff does the advertising and puts all the equipment out, we have people who go over the bids and select the highest bidder.  As a formality the State says that any township equipment 

that is sold has to be approved by the Board of Supervisors.  Bids were opened today at 2 p.m. and the recommended highest bidders were read by Mr. Casey. 


It’s been pretty much determined that the equipment that was not bid on was under $1,000 said Mr. Paul.  What happens with no bid items asked Mr. McKay.  Mr. Paul said he asked Mr. Casey about this and he said as long as they are under $1,000 the township can sell them privately.  If the equipment is over $1,000, the township can go through the process of re-advertising and ask for bids again and if there are still no bids then the township can sell them privately said Mr. Paul.  


Mrs. Butterworth asked what happens if this equipment is below book value.  Can the township still accept the bids?  Yes, we can because it was a public bid said Mr. Paul.  
MOTION: It was moved by Mrs. Kiefer, seconded by ​​​​​Mr. McKay the Board of Supervisors voted to accept all bids for Used Township Vehicles and Equipment as read by the solicitor with the exception of the one Oster pipe and threading bolt machine that will need to be rebid.  This motion passed by a vote of 4-0.

To Consider and If Appropriate Amend Traffic Ordinance -  “No U Turn” on Harvard Drive

Location:  Island near Street Road in Either Direction


Mr. Paul said the residents of Harvard Drive submitted a petition requesting the supervisors prohibit having a “U Turn” on Harvard Drive due to the traffic hazards.  
MOTION: It was moved by Mrs. Kiefer, seconded by Mr. McKay the Board of Supervisors voted to table amending traffic ordinance – to consider the ‘No U Turn” on Harvard Drive until the August 9, 2005 meeting of the supervisors.  This motion passed by a vote of 4-0.

To Consider and If Appropriate Award a Contract for Bristol and Turk Roads Water and Sewer Extension


Mr. McKay asked if this bid locks in the prices the property owners are going to pay for tap in fees. Yes, it will said Mr. Achenbach.  Is the bid within the ballpark of what the water and sewer department was estimating asked Mr. McKay.  Yes, within $82,000 said Mr. Achenbach.  

MOTION: It was moved by Mrs. Kiefer, seconded by Mr. McKay the Board of Supervisors voted to award a contract to Joao & Bradley Construction Company, Inc. of Lehigh Valley, PA, the apparent low bidder, in the amount of $1,682,874.00 for the Bristol and Turk Roads Water and Sewer Extension.  This motion passed by a vote of 4 yeas.

Request from Redstone Woods L.P. to Extend the Time for Acceptance of Public Improvements (Dedication) for Redstone Woods – Phases I, II, III from July 25, 2005 until September 24, 2005 


Mrs. Butterworth asked what were the public improvements.  Mr. Paul said streets, sidewalks, curbs, and roads.  As a courtesy, Mrs. Butterworth suggested the residents be notified that the township will be coming out to inspect their streets before dedication. We can put this request from Redstone Woods on our cable TV station said Mr. Paul.  As this is not a public issue but a township issue, it is not customary to notify the general public said Mr. Paul. 

MOTION:  It was moved by Mrs. Kiefer, seconded by Mr. McKay, the Board of Supervisors voted to grant request from Redstone Woods L.P. to extend the time for acceptance of public improvements (dedication) for Redstone Woods – Phases I, II, III from July 25, 2005 until September 24, 2005 with a 60-day extension of the time for action to take place by September 13, 2005 meeting.  This motion passed by a vote of 4-0.  

Request from Pickertown Hickory Associates L.P. to Extend for Acceptance of Public Improvements (Dedication) for Whisper Ridge from July 25, 2005 until September 24, 2005

MOTION:  It was moved by Mrs. Kiefer, seconded by Mr. McKay, the Board of Supervisors voted to grant request from Pickertown Hickory Associates L.P. to extend the time for acceptance of public improvements (dedication) for Whisper Ridge from July 25, 2005 until September 24, 2005 with a 60-day extension of the time for action to take place by September 13, 2005 meeting.  This motion passed by a vote of 4-0.  

U.S. Route 202 (through Warrington Township) Update – Rebecca Kiefer


Mrs. Kiefer reviewed the packet on the U.S. Route 202 Parkway and highlighted the issues that particularly pertain to Warrington Township.  Constant discussions were held at the 3-days meetings taking the route itself apart inch by inch, picking out where intersections may or may not be, talking about lighted intersections, cul de sacs, and roundabouts.   All options were discussed and viewed at different times with the premise that we would look at information on certain ones and get further information.  


During that 3-day period there was pretty much a consensus and understanding that each one of us would talk with the engineers and the designers about our section of the roads:  County Line and Bristol Roads.  However, all of the other members of the Task Force would all be with you while you were talking about these sections so that all members were aware of what was being done in each section offering insight and ideas said Mrs. Kiefer.   This was a unilateral discussion.  During the 3-day period we pretty came to a consensus of what the road could potentially appear.  Mrs. Kiefer pointed out where the roads were on the drawings viewed by members of the Board.  


Mrs. Kiefer indicated that County Line Road is located in #3 box.  County Line Road is proposed as a roundabout intersection.  Their engineers and designers have indicated that roundabouts would serve more safely and more efficiently traffic going through that intersection.  Mrs. Kiefer said she expressed grave doubt about that and said that I didn’t understand how a 2-lane road joining into a 5-lane road, which County Line Road will be, would join smoothly with a roundabout.  Mrs. Kiefer said she told them that we would keep our minds open.  However, I would need a lot of proof and statistical data and some actual concrete visits to another locations that would be the same to even consider the options of roundabouts.  


Our traffic engineer has shown me multiple things, that he believes, that yes, this indeed, an appropriate intersection.  The issue of roundabouts and improvements of intersections is still on the table said Mrs. Kiefer.  We still need additional data to reach a conclusion.  

· Section 4 has Limekiln Pike going across at an angle.  Limekiln Pike has two issues that need to be addressed.  (1) Has a very bad line of sight and (2) Has elevation problems.  Limekiln Pike is proposed as a signalized intersection.  

· Detweiler Road will be cul-de-saced, but with gates for emergency vehicle access to the parkway.  

· Pickertown Road is proposed as an overpass.  The line of sight on Pickertown Road is also an issue.  

· Bristol Road in Section 5 is proposed as a roundabout intersection.  Mrs. Kiefer said she has never liked roundabouts and doesn’t believe in them.  However, if there would be any location where a roundabout might work it might be Bristol Road mainly because its two difficult lanes reaching two other difficult lanes.  Sometimes a roundabout helps things that have different grade elevations to be able to join safely.  Again, we need the engineering studies.  

Many of my requirements have been answered about the Limekiln Pike, Pickertown Road, and Detweiler Road issues said Mrs. Kiefer.  

Some of the things you’ll notice with the greenway there is to be a trail that goes along the whole things.  Bristol Road is to have a trailhead where there will be parking and an area for people to leave their cars.  There is also supposed to be a recreational area there as that land has already been acquired.  

The other section, which is up through Doylestown, has some difficulties because the number of areas where they intended on connecting couldn’t possibly connect because of wetland issues and streambeds.  

This is the concept we basically agreed on with some issues concerning the handling of the intersections to have additional discussions to go over and reach a conclusion. However, on the last day of the meeting when we were all prepared to come to a conclusion we had an issue with Solebury and Buckingham Townships stating that they did not wish to have four lanes coming through the Montgomery section.  All the way up to Route 309 202 is four lanes they were to cross 309 with four lanes.  Stub roads would take them back to 309 and to the shopping areas.  They would go from four lanes down to two lanes at Horsham Road.  Buckingham and Solebury Townships disputed the four lanes and wanted the four lanes to end at 309.  

The other issue was that Solebury and Buckingham Townships did not wish the road; right now the proposed width is an 11’ cart way with a 5’ shoulder.  We had a meeting with all of the municipalities that touch on this area, the emergency services, the fire and the police, were they talked about the shoulder and the size of the road.  All of the emergency personnel have stated categorically that the safest issue would be the 11’ cart way with a 5’ shoulder.  Buckingham Township was specific about wanting us to reduce the shoulder to a 2’ shoulder, which would not allow any vehicle to even pull over and fix a flat tire.  All of us have discussed vehemently with PennDot and all of our State Representatives and we have complete support from the State Representatives.  It may be time for PennDot to take a look at this and realize the concerns here and stand up to the plate and simply state that this is a safety issue and has to be addressed.  

One of the discussions was to have a difference in the surface of the macadam meaning that the road would be asphalt and then the shoulders might be concrete or something else that would give an impression of having a smaller road.  Buckingham Township’s problem is the perception of the road as a highway and they don’t want the perception.  Buckingham would like to sacrifice safety of the residents for the perception.  All of us are pretty unanimous on the fact that none of us are willing to sacrifice safety.  The discussion right now is that they are looking at designs for emergency access to some of the cul de sacs.  

Mr. Paul commented about the concept of all of these emergency access roadways.  None of them get plowed.  The grass grows up through them so its wet and extremely slick which makes it extremely dangerous for the fire department.  

Mrs. Kiefer said it behooves PennDot, because they have decided that they want to have concurrence on this to research all of these other avenues and take a look and come up with something that is reasonable.  I believe PennDot got a pretty good idea at the meeting that none of us in the whole corridor are willing to sacrifice safety in any area, in any strip, no matter which township it goes through so that is paramount there.  That is why we called all of our emergency personnel together so that we could have an official letter that will be going to all the State Representatives expressing that issue.  

There is one particular good thing that has come out of a lot of the fighting that we’ve done is that we have finally gotten the wetland mitigation back on the transportation improvement program.  That had to do with wetland mitigation, which was to take place off of Kansas Road.  It was originally put in there 

by the Army Corps of Engineers to cover any wetlands that are disturbed, which the 202 Corridor was going to disturb and they had to be relocated.   Since we already had various wetlands along there and it was adjacent to the Little Neshaminy, it was selected by environmental studies to mitigate the wetlands to 

that area.  When 202 was stopped by the Governor and they were talking about changing the road, the very first thing that happened was that they took the wetland mitigation off of the list.  We did a lot of discussions and negotiations and received notification that was prepared on July 12,2005.  I have confirmation that the wetland mitigation is back on the transportation improvement program for the fiscal year 2005-2008.  They are starting right now with 28 acres of wetland replacement on Kansas Road.  Construction includes grading, planting, and erosion and sedimentation control and will be monitored for ten years to ensure that the wetlands mitigation take hold.  


The Task Force Committee is sending the emergency service letter that is going to address the size of the road and the shoulders.  We’re also sending another letter requesting that some of the other issues be addressed.  Our next meeting is scheduled for August and then we can go public in September with hopefully a final plan.  


Mrs. Kiefer’s recommendation is that if Warrington Township wishes to have a bypass then the only way we’re going to get a bypass is if we preserve that corridor and we get a road in that corridor so that that land will not go back to owners to be used for development or anything else.  If we don’t preserve that corridor and we don’t preserve some way of putting a road in there that was designed for transportation, then we’ll never have a bypass.  


Mrs. Butterworth said while she doesn’t like the concept they did something good for Warrington.  For the past 20 years Warrington Township has been talking about the 202 Bypass.  Some of our residents had to move, and we all know that if the money was here today we wouldn’t be having this conversation.  Basically this concept as presented here is going to alleviate traffic going through Warrington asked Mrs. Butterworth.  She still think the original 202 concept is better for everyone.  Mrs. Butterworth requested that Mrs. Kiefer get someone to put it in writing that this concept is better than the original proposal.  


Mrs. Kiefer would like to see this 202 Bypass go through.  Her concern is the safety of Warrington Township residents and improvements to our traffic pattern.  Based on the data she has at this point in time we have an indication that the traffic is currently going through the township.  

As someone who was born and raised in New Jersey, Patti Schaedler, who resides at 1718 Palomino Drive encouraged you to stick to your guns in your opposition to the roundabouts.  They are very bad said Mrs. Schaedler.  

Fred Achenbach, who resides at 1933 Palomino Drive, said in 1982 Warrington Township totally opposed the whole 202 Bypass.  Mr. Achenbach feels the township has to continue to oppose the 202 Bypass.  If we’re going to spend all this money with overpasses and intersections, build an overpass over Chalfont.  

Request for Escrow Release for Valley Square Phase II, A-1

Certificate of Completion No. 10, in the Amount of $184,716.97          

MOTION:  It was moved by Mr. Paul, seconded by Mrs. Kiefer, the Board of Supervisors voted to grant request for escrow release for Valley Square Phase II, A-1 for Certificate of Completion No. 10 in the amount of $184,716.97.  This motion passed by a vote of 4-0.  

Request for Escrow Release for Valley Square Phase II, A-2

Certificate of Completion No. 10, in the Amount of $585,749.32

MOTION:  It was moved by Mr. Paul, seconded by Mrs. Kiefer, the Board of Supervisors voted to grant request for escrow release for Valley Square Phase II, A-2 for Certificate of Completion No. 10 in the amount of $585,749.32.  This motion passed by a vote of 4-0.  

Request for Escrow Release for Equestrian Court (Two Ponds)  

Certificate of Completion No. 2, in the Amount of $120,275.20

MOTION:  It was moved by Mr. Paul, seconded by Mrs. Kiefer, the Board of Supervisors voted to grant request for escrow release for Equestrian Court (Two Ponds) for Certificate of Completion No. 2 in the amount of $120,275.20.  This motion passed by a vote of 4-0.  

Warrington Ridge


Mr. McKay said when we were discussing Warrington Ridge and now we’re discussing Woodlands Harvard Drive I believe in Woodland there is a Princeton Court or Princeton Street.  In Warrington Ridge there is also a Princeton Drive and a Princeton Court.  They may want to change the name, as we’ll have two Princeton.  Mr. Wieland said he didn’t believe there was a Princeton in Woodland.  

Barclay School


Mr. McKay asked with the Barclay School issue if the supervisors were going to address with the school district the idea of reversing the lanes for the buses and cars to alleviate traffic.  Mr. Paul said he contacted the township manager last week to set up a meeting with Scott Kennedy out at the site so Mr. Paul could review some of the issues with him.  As of yet, we haven’t agreed on a date when he’s available said Mr. Paul.  Listening to all the possible improvements to the area it seems to me that reversing those car and bus lanes would be an excellent alleviation of traffic.  Mr. Paul said there are some other issues there too.  Mr. Paul said as soon as he gets a firm date anyone else who’s interested would be welcome to attend this meeting.  

Adjournment 

It was moved by Mrs. Kiefer, seconded by Mr. McKay, the Board of Supervisors voted to adjourn the meeting at 9:45 p.m.  This motion passed by a vote of 4-0.   

________________________





_________________

    John D. Bonargo, Sr.





Date Approved

    Township Manager

