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WARRINGTON TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

MINUTES FOR SEPTEMBER 13, 2005 MEETING

The regular meeting of the Warrington Township Board of Supervisors was held on September 13, 2005, 7:30 p.m., at the Township Building located at 852 Easton Road, Warrington, PA  18976.  The members present were as follows:

Attendance:


John R. Paul, Chairman; Rebecca A. Kiefer, Vice Chairman; Lee E. Fein, Secretary; Carol M. Butterworth, Assistant Secretary; Glenn P. McKay, Member; John D. Bonargo, Sr., Township Manager; William H. R. Casey, Esq., Township Solicitor; and Richard A. Wieland, Township Engineer; and Kenneth Kugel, Zoning Officer. 

Pledge of Allegiance  


The meeting opened with a pledge to the flag.  

Approval of Minutes


It was moved by Mrs. Kiefer, seconded by Mr. Fein, the Board of Supervisors voted to approve the minutes of the August 9, 2005 meeting. This motion passed by a vote of 5-0.

Posting of Minutes


It was moved by Mrs. Kiefer, seconded by Mr. Fein, the Board of Supervisors voted to post the minutes of the August 23, 2005 meeting.  This motion passed by a vote of 5-0.

Approval of Bill List


It was moved by Mrs. Kiefer, seconded by Mr. Fein, the Board of Supervisors voted to approve the bill list from August 23, 2005 until September 13, 2005 in the amount of $1,066,981.95.  This motion passed by a roll call vote of 5 yeas.

Public Comment 

Windsong Development


Brian Damiani, who resides in the Windsong Development asked why the detention basin couldn’t be maintained by the township instead of a single homeowner.  Mr. Paul said the township is not in a position to make any statement at this time.  The reason why we don’t except stormwater detention basins is that we don’t feel the rest of the township should be burdened by the development.  The main reason for the stormwater basin was for the mowing and the maintenance of the stormwater detention basin and that is why originally the township decided not to accept any stormwater detention basins.  Mr. Damiani agreed with that and said he would cut this lawn and treat it as if it were our own property and show the pride.  As per the discussions in the June 14, 2005 resolution that seemed to be what the supervisors were asking for.  At that time one of the supervisors had said if this gets out of hand, the township will just put a lien on the property and come in and clean it up.  Mr. Damiani said that is not what our concern is.  Our concern is not cutting the lawn and keeping the basin free of debris but the cost of the spillway right now is $13,000.  The other two facilities probably cost just as much.  There are three concrete structures in the basin.   With the spillway cost of $13,000 along with the liability of not being able to get insurance, the risk of someone drowning on that property was something that we were never told of in the beginning.  The township voted that this was a homeowners association and that resolution was passed back in 2003 and the township supervisors had a document in front of them stating that there                  

was going to be a homeowners association regardless of the fact that it was a typographical error or not the supervisors’ decision was made on a homeowners association not on sole homeowner responsibility.  Back on 6/14/05 when that typographical error was addressed Katz misrepresented our understanding of maintenance.  That is the whole gist of what our complaint is that your decision on 6/14/05 was based on misrepresented facts by Katz Builders said Mr. Damiani.  


Mr. Paul said he understood what Mr. Damiani was saying and indicated that the township had done several other stormwater basins.  There has never been a history of any damages to a pre-concrete structure.  It’s a straightforward type of system. The walls are built to a PA State code and that was overseen by the engineering department at that time.  As far as the construction of the basins, the concrete walls satisfied all the basins that the township has said Mr. Paul.  The township doesn’t necessarily tell the builder whether they have to have a homeowners association or not.  It is up to the builder to decide what he wants to do said Mr. Paul.  The only decision the township has made is in regards to underground detention basins, because there is no history of it, was at the request of a private individual coming before the supervisors and wanting to make the underground detention basin as part of the lot.  The township did not allow it because it was an underground detention basin and had significant value in the $100,000-$200,000 range said Mr. Paul.  


Mr. Damiani said first the township stated the landscaping costs are rising as the developments increase in this township.  Mr. Damiani agrees with that statement.  The residents are accepting that responsibility.  Mr. Damiani said the township also made the statement that these basins never break down.  If these basins never break down, don’t you think that Warrington Township is a much larger entity from the Damianis to assume this responsibility?  Mr. Paul said if the basin is township owned then the residents don’t have a right to be on it because the township has a liability for the residents on the property.  In order for the township to maintain a stormwater it goes into the township has to control the structure.  The township has to make sure the structure is inspected and operate properly because it is a township liability said Mr. Paul.  


Mr. Paul said the Board needs more time to look at the information submitted tonight by Mr. Damiani and make a decision.  The township understands Mr. Damiani’s concern.  Mr. Damiani said the issue he has right now is we are scheduled to close on November 30, 2005.  We have to move out of our house on November 17, 2005.  The challenge we’ve had is we purchased this property with the intention that our only responsibility was cutting the grass and keeping it free of debris.  We purchased that back on March 5, 2005, put our condominium on the market and sold it.  We’re left basically with no options.  We looked at other options as a backup plan.  We put money down on a C & M home as a backup plan because we didn’t know which direction this was going to go said Mr. Damiani.  After doing our research, we feel that based on that ordinance and based on some discussions I had with other people in the township, they have told me this is insane.  That it is insane that the township would force this responsibility upon a single homeowner.  Mr. Damiani said he has no problem with a homeowners association.  


Mr. Paul asked Mr. Damiani to clarify his language.  First of all the township did not force you to buy this home in Windsong.  You had the option to buy or not buy this home said Mr. Paul.  Mr. Paul said he was not saying this to be detrimental but don’t say the township forced you to buy this home.  Mr. Damiani said he did not say the township forced him to buy this home.  I said the decisions the supervisors have made have put this predicament to where it is today based on 6/14/05.  It was a decision of misrepresented facts to the supervisors. The supervisors didn’t intentionally make this decision.  Mr. Katz sitting here in essence lied to the township said Mr. Damiani.  I don’t believe he lied to the township intentionally because I don’t believe even he didn’t know the facts because their own sales representative did not know the facts.  Someone misrepresented the entire situation to the township at which time the township made a decision to allow Katz to change it to single homeowner.  By reading the transcripts everyone asked the question are the homeowners aware of it and aware of what their responsibilities are.  The answer was yes and they are o.k. with it.  The truth of the matter is that we are not o.k. with it.  Had  

we known back on March 29, 2005 we would have never put our house on the market and would never have purchased this property.  


Mr. Damiani asked for the township to read all the facts in his report that he gave out this evening and report back to the homeowners.  


Mr. McKay requested that the township manager get a list of all the individuals who are responsible for the detention basin.  Mr. Bonargo said he did and faxed it to Mr. Damiani.  Mr. Damiani said he never received it.  Mr. McKay asked the question if the township should have been allowed to place this detention basin on an individual lot.  On 6/14/05 the township approved the amended final plan based upon the fact that there was a typographical error.  Mr. McKay asked where in the preliminary plan process was the indication made by the developer that this detention basin was going to be maintained by a single lot owner.  Mr. McKay said he would like to see this researched.  


Mrs. Butterworth said in looking at the 6/14/05 minutes and what she said was her concerns in this was the property owner.  Mrs. Butterworth had major concerns and one of my questions to Mr. Katz was the homeowner satisfied with this and I was assured he was.  I can only say that I feel that if had known where the homeowner was coming from and I wasn’t so mislead by the developer I would not have voted for it said Mrs. Butterworth.  


Mrs. Kiefer said all the supervisors attended that 6/14/05 meeting and listened and understood that that was exactly your situation.  This information should have been included in your deed and it should have been very clear before you even signed it what the situation was said Mrs. Kiefer.  The supervisors all understood that the homeowner was going to be responsible for maintaining that basin.  The supervisors, as a Board, cannot make every resident responsible for a detention basin so that a builder can build and put in more houses.  It is not the township’s responsibility to put that responsibility on the homeowners who have lived here said Mrs. Kiefer.  It’s just not fair to do that said Mrs. Kiefer.  Our contention is that the basin be maintained by either a homeowners association or by an individual because it is not the responsibility of all the neighbors to pay for that.  

As Katz misrepresented the facts, Mr. Damiani feels the township should have Katz builders form a homeowners association to assume the responsibility for the detention basin instead of a single homeowner.  

Mr. Paul said the township would review this information submitted by Mr. Damiani and get back to him at a regular township supervisors meeting.  If there are any changes, you will be notified said Mr. Paul.

Redstone Woods Development


Mr. Andrew Katz, who resides at 313 Crimson Court, has been a township resident for 1 ½ years.  He purchased a new home built by C & M Builders.  Mr. Katz was looking for help from the township to assist him with his dealings with C & M Builders.  It’s been over a year and my neighbors and I have put in our one-year punch list with C & M Builders.  Their response to our request of fixing things, but inside our residence and outside has been horrendous.  Someone from C & M Builders had come out to review the punch list and indications were of things that could be done.  There was one item that wasn’t repaired properly and I wanted them to come back out and I wanted them to repair it again for me.  The response I got from C & M Builders was that no further action would be taken on these items.  


Mr. Katz said in talking with his neighbors that Mr. Becker from C & M Builders, has said to at least three of the neighbors that because the final fee of Redstone Woods has given C & M Builders so many problems that they were not going to complete anything except the bare minimum of repairs that needed to be done to fulfill their requirement with us as well as with the township.  As of today, more  

than half of the items on my punch list still remain unresolved.  One of the items to repair a crack on my driveway apron and to repair a crack on one of the squares of my sidewalk that C & M Builders is refusing to take care of at this time.  This item is actually on the township’s punch list said Mr. Katz.  


One of the ongoing issues my neighbors and I have had with the builder is that they have sold off, when they started the construction, all of the topsoil that they cleared away to begin their construction.  When they finished grading our property, they used substandard soil to complete the final grading.  Since I’ve lived in this development, I’ve been continuously to dig up rocks, building debris, and garbage from my lawn said Mr. Katz.    All of these items were buried within the first 6” of topsoil.  


Mr. Paul has been looking at some different ideas when it comes to that, as it is a major issue, not only in your development but in several others.  It’s not that the builder purposely does that but they are negligent because there is no rule that says what topsoil is said Mr. Paul.  Mr. Paul said he is looking at another ordinance now from another community where the engineer goes out with a rod and checks for stones within the first 6”.  They are supposed to be able to support that said Mr. Paul.  


Mr. Paul asked Mr. Katz to submit a list of his complaints to the township manager.  It is not legal for the township to get involved on private property said Mr. Paul. The township cannot force the developer to do something on private property.  


Mr. Paul said the Bucks County Conservation District gives the people a permit to strip the topsoil.  Even before they get a building permit they are allowed to prepare the ground.  There are very specific plans that must be followed such as the height of the stockpile, how it is to be stockpiled, etc. Even if our engineers went out to look at the property the township could not interfere, as it is strictly the responsibility of the Bucks County Conservation District said Mr. Paul.  

Willow Knoll    


Tony Morris, who resides at 2168 Lisa Drive, has a problem with trash in her development, which is becoming a safety issue.  She brought pictures for the supervisors to view.  The township had come out and taken some pictures.  Mr. McKay asked if all of these issues had been brought to the attention of the township manager.  Yes, they have responded Tony Morris.  She’s looking for a concrete ordinance that allows the township to do something to expedite the problem.  

Death of Bob Allen


Mr. Fred Achenbach, who resides at 1933 Palomino Drive, wanted the minutes to reflect the passing of Bob Allen, who had done a lot for this township over the years.  He helped us with the Warrington Athletic Association, worked on carnivals, and was willing to do anything the township asked of him.  Mr. Paul said he goes a ways back with Bob Allen in relationship to the fire department.  Bob Allen used to loan the fire company his travel trailer when they went away to the Chiefs Convention in New York.  

Central Bucks South Football Fields and Usage


Mr. Paul said what brought this subject up was the newspaper article on Central Bucks South Football Fields and Usage.  Original concern was that Central Bucks East would be wanting to use the fields at Central Bucks South because of a lot of problems with the field at War Memorial Field.  Mr. Paul said he has received a lot of telephone calls from parents who have kids on the football team and are upset that their kids would have to share their lockers and locker rooms at Central Bucks South with Central Bucks East for field usage games.  We misrepresented to those people who came out to that special work session on the lights on the field that this would be strictly for CB South football and soccer and CB East would specifically not be involved in usage of South’s fields.  The newspaper article states     

that CB East would be using CB South’s field for some of their games.  It comes back to the same issue that any additional use of the field for any other organizations would have to come before the Board to be re-looked at and being given permission for those particular events said Mr. Paul.  Mr. Paul said the school board feeling on this is that they couldn’t find any paperwork that said you couldn’t use other fields.  The problem is we do have this in writing and it took the township staff 19 hours to locate this information.  With that said we have an issue with CB East football using CB South’s field.


Mr. Chuck Baker, member of the Central Bucks School Board, was asked to explain how he got to where he was first before Mr. Paul turned it over to the rest of the supervisors.  Mr. Baker said several weeks ago John Bonargo contacted him right before Labor Day and expressed concern over this issue.  I did not know there was an agreement.  Mr. Baker said he went back to the Administration and they assured him that there was no written or verbal agreement.  John Bonargo was in touch with me shortly after that and said indeed it was in the minutes and did I want a copy of them.  I said no that I would take your word for it.  Mr. Baker said there is a problem with the CB East stadium.  We’ve been into court and had the court rule in our favor.  We just got a 34-page review letter from the township engineer with more stuff to be done.  It just goes on and on.  Mr. Baker said the Board felt they would have the CB East stadium up and running for the year 2006 and we can make out by continuing to use the War Memorial Field.  Many people don’t realize that War Memorial Field is owned by Doylestown Borough and every four year it costs the Central Bucks School District about $100,000 to resod the surface on that field.  The field is in terrible condition.  When the word came out that there was going to be a problem for this year we moved the CB East football games to CB South.  Again, not knowing there was an agreement in effect.  Shortly thereafter Board members received telephone calls and letters from a group of people who were being very parochial about it.  I’m not referring out of the township and the issue of minutes and what was said in the minutes.  I’m referring to the fact that the school is owned by the taxpayers of the Central Bucks School District.  The people who live in Plumstead Township and Chalfont Borough pay the taxes for the $100 million CB South High School.  The football parents who complained were told this.  The parents were told well o.k. does that mean that we don’t have to help pay for the school and the stadium.  Because if you have a problem with your field and you have to use War Memorial Field or use CB East in the future does that mean we’re going to tell you no you can’t use CB South.  Of course, we’re not said Mr. Baker.  That’s where we are at this point.  Mr. Baker said we have games scheduled now.  The last game will be on October 10. We have two more football games and four soccer games said Mr. Baker.     


Mr. Paul said he looks at this perspective of what the township did for the CB School District.  We allowed working on weekends and did inspections on a moment’s notice so we wouldn’t hold things up.  The township did everything in their power to try and get the school opened as quickly as possible.  If every township did that we wouldn’t be here having this conversation said Mr. Paul.  Mr. Paul feels that the kids who live in Warrington should go to the school in Warrington.  


Conversely there is no question that Warrington Township had bent over backward for the CB School District and he is personally appreciative of that fact said Mr. Baker.   I don’t some of the problems that have come up with CB East situations.  What they have done is taken every problem at CB East, Holicong, and Buckingham Elementary and packaged it all together and said when all these problems are resolved we’ll move ahead and give you the waivers to go back into court said Mr. Baker.  The parents from the other side of the coin and notwithstanding the issue of them using CB South’s field I was not aware that that agreement had been struck.  The parents from the other side are saying we raised $175,000 for this CB East stadium and our kids are being penalized.  They have to play at War Memorial Field where the middle of the fields are a mud pie, which is true and we think as taxpayers we’re paying for that stadium and school and we should have some consideration said Mr. Baker.  The original problem came up with the football parents screaming that their kids had to share lockers at CB South.  


Mrs. Kiefer said she has known Chuck Baker for years and I believe in your integrity and if you tell me that you were not aware that an arrangement had been made I believe that’s exactly true.  We feel      

very strongly about the children and their sports program said Mrs. Kiefer.  She believes in neighborhood schools.  There are a lot of issues that need to be addressed from the residents said Mrs. Kiefer.  All of the people on Folly Road, Pickertown Road, and all those people in that general vicinity came into here at a meeting and listened in good faith to representatives from the CB School District who said categorically that the fields would be limited at CB South because these people here deserve consideration for the noise, lights, traffic, etc.  Mrs. Kiefer said she is very offended that the CB School District people had the temerity to come to that meeting and tell the township something that they had no intentions of holding it up or they changed their minds and didn’t have the consideration to even come and discuss it with the township.  


Mr. Fein said he personally appreciated what the CB School District is doing and has done in Warrington Township for our older schools, specifically the rehab of Titus and John Barclay Elementary Schools.  


Mr. McKay asked if the CB School District paid any fees for the use of War Memorial Field.  The District pays an annual rental fee said Mr. Baker.  The District is responsible for all the maintenance and upkeep of that field said Mr. Baker.  The issue with War Memorial Field is that with all its usage it can’t be maintained said Mr. Baker.  Mr. McKay inquired about the number of remaining games to be played at CB South and could they be rescheduled to War Memorial Field.  Mr. Baker said one of the problems is trying to schedule three groups of athletic teams in two stadiums.  The District didn’t release the schedules until right before school started because the schedule wasn’t put together said Mr. Baker.  At this point I don’t believe these games could be rescheduled to War Memorial Field said Mr. Baker.  Mr. Baker said he’d be happy to check this out and get back to Mr. Bonargo.  


Mr. Paul said what the supervisors should do officially is to put this item on our 9/27/05 agenda and decide if they want to officially allow the usage of CB South fields this year to other schools in the District but indicate that in 2006 it will not be permitted.  The township should go on record and take some kind of action that puts us on record as to specifically what the township wants said Mr. Paul.  The Board was in agreement to have this item on their 9/27/05 agenda for action.  


Mr. Achenbach commented that during the time all this discussion was taking place, as well as, at the planning commission the issue was brought up about what facilities were available at CB East.  The township was told there were fields there that could be used during the day so I don’t know why everything is built around having a nighttime schedule.  There is a practice football field at CB East as well as soccer fields.  My point is that we were told that’s the reason that the so-called 11 events that would take place at CB South’s football field at night because that’s all that would be there.  Because daytime they could use the soccer field at CB South, CB East had fields they could use during the day to schedule these games.  

Amend Section 208 “Motor Vehicles and Traffic” to Prohibit Trucks over 25 feet in length from turning left from westbound Pickertown Road onto southbound Folly Road at any time


Mr. Paul said the township manager has been working on this issue and it came up because of the traffic islands put in there.  Tractor-trailers actually turn in the eastbound Pickertown Road because they can’t make the turn around the island.  It makes for a very dangerous situation and the number of trucks on that road said Mr. Paul.  This would not only limit some of the trucks but give some of the residents who are now counting the number of trucks using that road said Mr. Paul.  This is a victim of success because Victory Gardens has expanded their business and also their business hours and there are probably 60-70 trucks a day going in and out of Victory Gardens.  This will not eliminate some of the tri-axles vehicles that use that road said Mr. Paul.  What this amendment will accomplish will be to eliminate all the tractor-trailers from making that turn.  


Mr. Paul explained some of the background and what the township is trying to accomplish overall.  He had looked at other alternatives. One of these alternatives was the possibility of going around the pond to take away the traffic.  A tractor-trailer and tri-axles can’t actually go around it.  My main problem with throwing the trucks on Pickertown Road is because Pickertown Road is beginning to be in a deteriorating state.  


Mrs. Kiefer asked if there was any way that truck traffic could be limited on Pickertown Road because of the road’s condition.  Mr. Paul asked where would you be putting the traffic.  Mrs. Kiefer suggested Lower State Road, Street Road or Bristol Road.  Mr. Paul said the only alternative would be to put in a very expensive new road and he doesn’t know whether or not it is legal for the township to do that or not.  This is not the end of the problem but the beginning of the problem said Mr. Paul.    

MOTION:  It was moved by Mrs. Kiefer, seconded by Mr. Fein the Board of Supervisors voted to amend Section 208 “Motor Vehicles and Traffic” to prohibit trucks over 25 feet in length from turning left from westbound Pickertown Road onto southbound Folly Road at any time as read by the solicitor.  This motion passed by a vote of 5-0.  

To Consider and If Appropriate Approve a Request for a Time Extension to Review the Preliminary Plan for Congregation Tiferes B’Nai Israel from September 24, 2005 until November 22, 2005

MOTION: It was moved by Mrs. Kiefer, seconded by Mr. Fein the Board of Supervisors voted to approve a request for a time extension to review the preliminary plan for Congregation Tiferes B’Nai Israel from September 24, 2005 until November 22, 2005.  This motion passed by a vote of 5-0.

Final Plan for Home Depot Tool Rental Land Development

Location:  Easton Road south of Oakfield

Expiration Date:  9/29/05


The resolution for the final plan for Home Depot Tool Rental Land Development was removed from the supervisors’ agenda at the applicant’s request and will be included on our 9/27/05 agenda.

William K. Bauder for Reaching the Rank of Eagle Scout, Troop 172 in Warrington, PA


Mr. Casey read the Commendation Resolution for William K. Bauder who will receive the Boy Scout’s highest recognition, the Eagle Scout Award, in recognition of his accomplishments at a Court of Honor ceremony being held on November 20, 2005.  The Board of Supervisors wished to congratulate William K. Bauder on his receipt of the Eagle Scout Award.  

MOTION:  It was moved by Mrs. Kiefer, seconded by Mrs. Butterworth the Board of Supervisors voted to approve the resolution for William K. Bauder for reaching the rank of Eagle Scout.  This motion passed by a vote of 5-0.

Municipal Police Officers’ Education and Training MPOETC Grant-Commercial Vehicle Enforcement

MOTION: It was moved by Mrs. Kiefer, seconded by Mr. McKay the Board of Supervisors voted to approve a MPOETC Grant for Commercial Vehicle Enforcement in the amount of $1,701.  This motion passed by a vote of 5-0.

To Approve Master Casting Agreement for PennDot for the years 2005-2008.


Mr. Paul said this is a contract that needs to get renewed every three years.  

MOTION: It was moved by Mrs. Kiefer, seconded by Mr. Fein the Board of Supervisors voted to approve the Master Casting Agreement for PennDot for the years 2005-2008.  This motion passed by a vote of 5-0.

Request from Verizon of PA for Additional Space (150 sq. ft.) at the Existing Easement for the installation of Fiber Distribution Cabinet along side the existing SAI Cabinet to upgrade Communication service to Fiber Optics (Location:  Oxford Drive and Route 611)

MOTION:  It was moved by Mrs. Kiefer, seconded by Mr. Fein the Board of Supervisors voted to approve the request from Verizon of PA for additional space (150 sq. ft.) at the existing easement for the installation of a fiber distribution cabinet along side the existing SAI cabinet to upgrade communicataion service to Fiber Optics (Location:  Oxford Drive and Route 611).  This motion passed by a vote of 5-0.

Request for a 60 Day Extension for the Dedication of Redstone Woods Development Phases I, II, III from September 24, 2005 until November 23, 2005

MOTION: It was moved by Mrs. Kiefer, seconded by Mr. Fein the Board of Supervisors voted to grant the 60 day extension for the dedication of Redstone Woods Development Phases I, II, III from September 24, 2005 until November 23, 2005.  This motion passed by a vote of 5-0.

Request for a 60 Day Time Extension for the Dedication of Whisper Ridge North Development from September 24,2005 until November 23, 2005

MOTION: It was moved by Mrs. Kiefer, seconded by Mr. Fein the Board of Supervisors voted to grant the 60-day extension for the dedication of Whisper Ridge North Development from September 24, 2005 until November 23, 2005.  This motion passed by a vote of 5-0.

Warrington Township 2006 Minimum Municipal Obligation for Police Pension Plan

MOTION: It was moved by Mrs. Kiefer, seconded by Mr. Fein the Board of Supervisors voted to approve the 2006 minimum municipal obligation for the police pension plan. This motion passed by a vote of 5-0.

Warrington Township 2006 Minimum Municipal Obligation for Employees Pension Plan

MOTION: It was moved by Mrs. Kiefer, seconded by Mr. Fein the Board of Supervisors voted to approve the 2006 minimum municipal obligation for the employees pension plan. This motion passed by a vote of 5-0.

Warrington Township 2006 Minimum Municipal Obligation for Warrington Municipal Authority

MOTION: It was moved by Mrs. Kiefer, seconded by Mr. Fein the Board of Supervisors voted to approve the 2006 minimum municipal obligation for the Warrington Municipal Authority. This motion passed by a vote of 5-0.

Request for Escrow Release for Valley Square II A.1, Certificate of Completion No. 11, in the amount of $151,269.80.

MOTION:  It was moved by Mrs. Kiefer, seconded by Mr. Fein, the Board of Supervisors voted to grant request for escrow release for Valley Square II A.1, Certificate of Completion No. II, in the amount of $151,269.80.  This motion passed by a vote of 5-0.  

Request for Escrow Release for DeLaurentis (Studley) Subdivision, Certificate of Completion No. 1 in the amount of $83,760.00.

MOTION:  It was moved by Mrs. Kiefer, seconded by Mr. Fein, the Board of Supervisors voted to grant request for escrow release for DeLaurentis (Studley) Subdivision, Certificate of Completion No. 1 in the amount of $83,760.00.  This motion passed by a vote of 5-0.  

Request for Escrow Release for Valley Square II A.2, Certificate of Completion No. 11, in the amount of $138,280.71.

MOTION:  It was moved by Mrs. Kiefer, seconded by Mr. Fein, the Board of Supervisors voted to grant request for escrow release for Valley Square II A.2, Certificate of Completion No. II, in the amount of $138,280.71.  This motion passed by a vote of 5-0.  

Joe Cummings


Mrs. Butterworth is concerned about the email she received indicating that Joe Cummings, member of the planning commission is no longer living in Warrington Township.  What is the township’s policy on people serving on advisory boards who are no longer township residents?  Mr. Kugel said the planning code says that members serving on the planning commission must be residents of the township.  Mr. Kugel will check it out and advise the supervisors; if, in fact, Mr. Cummings is no longer a township resident.  Other boards it’s at the discretion of the supervisors.  

Emergency Services Board


Mrs. Butterworth asked about the status of finding people to serve on the Emergency Services Board.  To date only one individual has responded Mrs. Kiefer.  Mrs. Kiefer asked this individual to submit a letter expressing their interest in serving on this board.  Mr. Paul felt we should make an effort to contact former members of the board to get them back on this board within a limited time period.  It would be a good starting point and easier to bring new people up to speed said Mr. Paul.   


Mrs. Butterworth asked how was the township going to deal with the checks that haven’t been approved yet.  My major concern with the ambulance corps situation is there any previous business system with this new board to consider a system of checks and balance.  From my understanding back in 1997 Brian Kraft was appointed executive director of finance to oversee the finances of the township.  Is this board just going to look at the incentive or are the supervisors going to set up a check and balance system.  Are the supervisors going to deal with the money that was spent that wasn’t authorized said Mrs. Butterworth.  Board members being asked to serve on the emergency services board should be made aware of their responsibilities and what is entailed so those wanting to serve on this board know what to expect said Mrs. Butterworth.   

The original board was simply to look at avenues to improve the retention of volunteers and improve the new volunteers coming in said Mrs. Kiefer.  

Mr. McKay was interested in a better system of fiscal management and accountability for the ambulance corps.  Mr. Paul said if Mr. McKay was interested in seeing one of the financial reports he could get a copy.  What would be contained within this report would be receipts and expenditures.  Mr. Paul said he would see that each Board member gets a copy of the three-month audit of the ambulance corps.

For your information Mrs. Kiefer said she is serving on the County’s Board for Emergency Services and we have been meeting with a variety of fire companies.  She addressed the purpose of the township’s emergency’s advisory board.  She doesn’t think the purpose of this board is to oversee fiscal management.  If the township decides that they wish to look into some sort of fiscal oversight, I think it’s something the board should decide and appoint qualified people that would be in that kind of position.  

202 Parkway  


Mrs. Kiefer said tonight we had our final meeting with PennDot and all the engineers concerning the 202 Parkway.  Basically the task force’s reached a consensus on the fact that they are committed to the purchase of the complete right of way to use for highway purposes.  It is limited access meaning no access from businesses or private homes.  It would be a road for traffic only.  The discussion still remains on the engineering issues concerning the proposed roundabouts and various intersections.  Mrs. Kiefer said it will be a long time before anything gets done.  Governor Rendell is coming down to meet with the State representatives and State senators are going to make a news conference with the editorial board of the newspapers concerning the fact that the task force has reached a consensus.  There will be copies of the proposed plan, which they have proposed, which shows two roundabouts, which I’m totally opposed to.  It does show on the proposed plan that they want the task force to consider the two roundabouts.  Copies of this proposed plan will be available on Warrington Day.  Three to four public sessions will be scheduled at the various high schools along the corridor to allow the public to ask questions and get answers and see the plan itself up close, make comments and make their opinions known said Mrs. Kiefer.  I do believe that our main emphasis will be to make sure we preserve the corridor because I believe that a future governor and a future legislature are going to realize the value and need for that road and if we don’t preserve the corridor and make some headway we won’t have a corridor to put a road in said Mrs. Kiefer.  

Adjournment 

It was moved by Mrs. Kiefer, seconded by Mr. Fein, the Board of Supervisors voted to adjourn the meeting at 10:15 p.m.  This motion passed by a vote of 5-0.   

________________________





_________________

    John D. Bonargo, Sr.





Date Approved

    Township Manager
