    Perception is Reality in Warrington

When should a township supervisor recuse himself from voting and participating in a public hearing for a proposed 24-hour car wash located at the most congested intersection in Warrington Township (Street Rd. and Kansas Rd.)? When the supervisor is the brother-in-law of the car wash applicant? When the car wash applicant employs the supervisor?  An ethical person would think either condition warrants a conflict of interest. Well, in Warrington Township, Chairman Supervisor John Paul meets both conditions and yet, in last nights meeting (August 24), he indignantly refused to recuse himself from participating in the public hearing. His basis for this decision is, “a combination of state law and his history of unbiased decision making in previous conflict of interest situations”. To be completely fair, John Paul did state that he would reserve the right to vote, pending undisclosed conditions. Let me guess, if the vote appears to be a tie? His unbiased behavior was best exhibited during the meeting when he actually started answering questions directed to the bemused applicant. 

Regardless of the merits of this car wash, John Paul exhibited arrogance beyond the norm for Warrington Township. As a former Warrington Township supervisor, I clearly knew the bounds associated with conflict of interest. A Supervisor should never seek legal council to establish those boundaries. What we are witnessing is another example of the sell out of Warrington Township to developers. Without public participation in the Township affairs, this arrogance will continue. The public hearing will be continued on September 7th.

Kevin Lawlor

